
Our K-12 Arabic programs continue to flourish in 
many schools throughout the state. Students, teachers, 
and parents are positive and enthusiastic about the lan-
guage. At least one high school program was saved this 
year when parents came together to rally for its con-
tinuation, and a teacher stepped in to take the classes. 

Teachers Wanted!
We anticipate a few changes in teachers for next fall. 
Let’s keep these programs going by finding qualified 
teachers to staff them! Most K-12 Arabic teaching po-
sitions in Utah are part time. Teachers who are quali-
fied to teach an additional language or another subject 
can often create a full time position. People who are 
willing to teach part time, however, are the backbone of 
our organization. If you know individuals who might 
be interested in teaching K-12 Arabic next fall, please 
encourage them to email tinacannon321@gmail.com 
for information on positions, licensing, etc. If you are 
a current teacher, and anticipate any changes in your 
assignment (whether by your choice, or by changes in 
the school’s program) please email Tina as well. This 
information will be confidential, but will help us plan 
for changes and keep everything running smoothly.

UFLA Conference
Plan to attend the Utah Foreign Language Conference! 
It is a great place to get fresh ideas, and connect with 
other teachers. We will be meeting as an organization 
at a specific time during the conference to elect offi-
cers and talk about the coming year. This conference 
is extremely affordable, especially for those who are 
currently teaching. Please attend, and encourage your 
colleagues to attend as well.
 
Teacher Spotlight: Belal Joundeya
Belal Joundeya teaches Arabic to over 100 students in 
grades K-9 at  Renaissance Academy, a public charter 
school in Lehi. Belal comes to us from Amman, Jor-
dan, where he taught English, Arabic, and other sub-
jects for several years. He is now in his fifth year teach-
ing in Utah, and the students love him! Belal has also 
made a name for himself nationally, presenting at local 
and regional conferences. He is full of ideas for inter-
active classroom games, and he uses many online tools 
to make the activities even more fun for students. Belal 
also teaches occasional classes at local universities, and 
helps former students polish their Arabic skills in his 
spare time. Thank you, Belal, for making Arabic fun 
and accessible for so many students!
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Welcome to a New Year with new possibilities. We are excit-
ed for what is ahead for German in Utah in 2015. In just one 
month we’ll have our annual UFLA meeting at Weber State. 
Thanks to our AATG members who will be presenting at the 
conference in both German-oriented and general interest 
presentations. We’ve got great representation on issues rang-
ing from proficiency, to program development and language 
fairs! Please plan to attend the conference! This will be our 
chance to meet as German teachers. I look forward to getting 
to meet more of you in person!
	  
If you haven’t already signed up to present at GLAC (German-
ic Linguistics Annual Conference) through our German ped-
agogy poster session, please do. Posters are a really great way 
of sharing your ideas in a less stressful environment. As the 
advertisement in the newsletter illustrates, we are hoping you 
will share with us ideas you have used in your classroom to: 

•	 teach the language itself (e.g., vocabulary, adjective end-
ings, gender, word order, pronunciation);  

•	 help students increase use of the target language (over 
English); 

•	 improve their proficiency, or even 
•	 to build your program! 

If you’ve found something useful, please submit a proposal 
to share those ideas! These posters provide a forum by which 
we can help learn from one another to improve our own 
teaching and classrooms. This is also a chance to help break 
barriers across the K-12 and college divide. The conference is 
attended by graduate students, many of whom will go on to 
teach and coordinate language courses and programs them-
selves who can benefit from your experience and expertise. 
In short, we are better together, and this is a chance for our 
fabulous German teachers here in Utah to not only help one 
another with new ideas to invigorate our teaching locally, but 
to help others see their local teachers as valuable peers and 
resources they can learn from!  We can learn from each oth-
er, so come help us learn from YOU!

The formal deadline for abstracts (proposals) is Friday Janu-
ary 16 at 11:59 pm using the online submission system (see 
http://glac2015.weebly.com/ for more details). Want to pres-
ent a poster, but need more time? No problem. Contact me 

ASAP (glac.2015.byu@gmail.com) to make arrangements. 
Need ideas about topics you could present on or even how 
to create a poster? Check out: http://aatg-utah.weebly.com/
glac-2015.html. We also encourage you to visit our page 
on writing an effective proposal (abstract) for submission: 
http://aatg-utah.weebly.com/writing-abstracts-and-propos-
als.html. We hope these tips can help you while you prepare 
any other future abstracts/proposals for conferences such as 
ACTFL, SWCOLT and UFLA.

And on that note, we hope that some of you will submit pro-
posals to present at ACTFL in San Diego this year! Let’s rep-
resent German in Utah!

If you are not already on the list to receive our AATG news-
letters, please visit our website to sign up: http://aatg-utah.
weebly.com/ And don’t forget to join the AATG. There are 
benefits! And we are stronger with you all!

I look forward to meeting you in February at UFLA!
Bis dann,

Laura Catharine Smith (BYU)
Utah Chapter of AATG, President

American Association of  
Teachers of German

 
 
 
 

Substitute  Lesson  Plans 
  for the sub who does 

   

*not*   know 
German, French, or 

Spanish 
   

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Need other time-saving 

resources ? 
Please visit my store at 

www.teacherspayteachers.com/ 
Store/Carol-Nescio 

       
carolnescio@gmail.com 

 
7



Northern Utah World Language Fair 
March 25th - 5-7:30 pm 

The Northern Utah World Language Fair will be 
hosted by Weber School District on Tuesday, March 
25th. The fair will be held at Roy High School from 
5:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

Teachers wishing to participate will need to provide 

a language booth and must register by January 16th. 
Students may also participate in competitive events, 
videos, talents, poetry, interviews, and the culture 
bowl. There will be cultural performances and con-
cessions. For more information and to register visit  
http://blog.wsd.net/wlf.

BYU’s  
Foreign Language Fair 

April 16th 8am-12pm

BYU’s Foreign Language Fair is an exciting annual 
event where K-12 students visit campus and show-
case their language skills in a variety of competitions 
and activities. 

The Spanish portion of the fair is divided into two 
parts, the Spanish Language Fair – competitions 
(show and tell, humorous stories, impromptu conver-
sation, impromptu talks, prepared talks, poetry rec-
itation, skits and language bowl) and Españolandia 
– a simulated in-country experience to allow fair 
attendees to practice their conversational skills after 
completing their competitive event.
We look forward to you and your students’ partici-
pation. For more information on the Spanish events 
please click here, http://spanishfair.byu.edu, for in-
formation on events in other languages please click 
here, http://languagefair.byu.edu
 
Important note: This year BYU’s Spanish Fair will 
only host students in middle, jr. or senior high 
schools. Students in grades 4 through 6 will be hosted 
at a separate event held at Utah Valley University. For 
more information please click here,
http://www.uvu.edu/cgie/international/resources/
udif/immersion_fair.html

2015 BYU  
Summer Workshop  

for Teachers of Spanish
 
Designed for Spanish teachers in K-12 schools 
who want to focus on the teaching Spanish from a 
proficiency perspective and learn more on how to 
apply current trends in language teaching to their 
classes.
  

June 24 – 25, 2015
BYU Campus in Provo

 
 
•	  Tuition, lunches and materials will be provided 
at no cost to participants.
•	  USOE credit upon successful completion of 
course 

For registration and info, please check our web-
site
http://spanport.byu.edu/spanish/workshop/
 

If you have questions, please contact:
Dr. Nieves Pérez Knapp

Tel. (801) 422-3196
Email:  knapp@byu.edu

Language News
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CALLING ALL GERMAN TEACHERS! 
Have you tried something new in your classrooms that have helped teach German? 
For instance, something that has helped with: 

 Teaching adjective endings? 
 Word order? 
 Verb conjugations? 
 Getting students to speak in German more? 
 Getting students to increase their proficiency? 
 Pronunciation? 
 Vocabulary learning? 
 Or any other area of teaching German language? 

Then we need you!! 

Please come share your ideas at GLAC (May 8-9) at our special pedagogy session. In our poster 
session, teachers will share their teaching ideas with other teachers and teacher trainers. It’s a great 
way to learn from one another and walk away with ideas that you can apply to your own 
classrooms! Plus, it’s your chance to “teach” and inform future teachers and teacher trainers and 
help them learn the importance of building relationships with fellow teachers like YOU! 

How can you participate? 

It’s really easy! You’ll submit a one page proposal (abstract) in which you’ll outline the context and 
need (why should we care about adjective endings or a good pronunciation hopefully with some 
references?), and then you’ll outline for us what ideas you’ll present. You’ll then follow up with 
some ideas about how teachers can implement this and how it can help.  

 For tips on writing a good proposal and how to construct a poster, check out the Utah AATG 
website: http://aatg-utah.weebly.com/writing-abstracts-and-proposals.html 

 For information about the conference as well as to receive updates, go to: 
http://glac2015.weebly.com/ 

Our initial due date for proposals is: Friday January 16, 2015 by 11:59pm via the conference 
website. If you miss that deadline but would still like to participate with a poster, please contact 
Laura Catharine Smith right away at: glac.2015.byu@gmail.com.   
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Spanish & Portuguese: American Assn of  
Teachers of Spanish & Portuguese

Chantal Esquivias cesquivias@northdavisprep.org
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BYU Blair Bateman blair_bateman@byu.edu
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UFLA Mission 

The UFLA exists to stimulate the interest of all peo-
ple everywhere in the learning and preserving of 
skills in foreign languages, and all languages oth-
er than English and to foster discussion and inter-
change of ideas relative to the duties, responsibili-
ties, and problems of teachers and students engaged 
in the study of foreign languages in order to aid and 
promote the advancement and mutual understand-
ing of teachers and students.
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e-mail to UFLA members as well as posted on the UFLA 
website.

Advertising rates are available at: http://organizations.we-
ber.edu/ufla/News/AdvertisingRates.html

Contact Mike Wood at mwood@alpinedistrict.org with any 
questions or to place an ad.


