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On behalf of the Utah For-
eign Language Association 
(UFLA), we are delighted to 

invite you to our annual conference on March 12, 2026, from 
7:30 AM to 4:30 PM, hosted at Utah Valley University in Orem. 
 
This special gathering brings together educators, advo-
cates, and leaders who share a common commitment to 
advancing world language education across Utah. Each 
year, our conference provides a dynamic space to col-
laborate, exchange innovative teaching practices, explore 
current research, and celebrate the power of multilingual-
ism. As language educators, we know that the skills we 
cultivate in our students—communication, cultural under-
standing, and global awareness—are more essential than 
ever. This event is an opportunity to strengthen our pro-
fessional community while renewing our shared purpose. 
 
Attendees can look forward to ane ngaging keynote 
speaker, practical breakout sessions, and meaning-
ful networking opportunities with colleagues from 
across the state. Whether you are a classroom teach-
er, administrator, university faculty member, or  

pre-service educator, the UFLA conference offers valuable 
insights and inspiration for every stage of your career. 
 
We invite you to join us on March 12 as we come together to 
learn, connect, and champion the transformative impact of 
world language education. Register at ufla.net and view the  
detailed conference schedule online.

Tim Cannon
UFLA President
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UFLA ConferenceUFLA Conference

Why UFLA?

I am part of UFLA to actively support and strengthen world language education 
across Utah by collaborating with passionate educators. UFLA brings together a 
close-knit, dynamic, and enthusiastic community dedicated to sharing ideas, re-
sources, and best practices. Through this strong sense of connection and collabo-
ration, we elevate language instruction statewide and create meaningful learning 
experiences. Together, we open doors for students, sparking curiosity and discov-
ery as they explore new cultures, perspectives, and global opportunities. UFLA 
empowers educators to inspire students to see the world through new lenses and 
connect meaningfully within and beyond their own communities.

Natalya Kuznetsova, Assistant Professor/ Lecture of Russian, University of Utah
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UFLA JOURNAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing UFLA Journal, the annual, peer-reviewed online journal of the Utah 
Foreign Language Association.  UFLA Journal serves as a forum for UFLA 
members to share instructional methods, materials, and research. UFLA Journal 
invites exceptional papers from K-12 teachers, university faculty, and university 
students that strengthen language instruction and acquisition in the UFLA 
community.  Presenters at the annual UFLA conference are invited to submit a 
paper of their presentation.  In addition to papers from the annual conference, 
UFLA Journal welcomes articles highlighting successful classroom lessons and 
projects.  Submissions may include examples of student work, lesson plans, and 
photos.  Papers may be submitted in English as well as the classroom target 
language.   

 

Deadline for submissions:  June 15 
 

UFLA Journal is published each year in the Fall 
 

Editorial Board:  Craig Bergeson, Stephen Van Orden, (We want to add one more) 
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Why UFLA?

Why I’m part of UFLA: I belong to UFLA because it feels like a reunion every 
time—smart, kind, language-loving people who get excited about good teaching, 
great ideas, and a little laughter along the way. UFLA is where I find my people: 
colleagues who care deeply about students, pedagogy, and building meaningful lan-
guage programs. I always leave UFLA events energized, inspired, and happily re-
minded that world language teaching is both serious work and a whole lot of fun. 

Teresa Bell, Associate Professor, Brigham Young University
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Feb. 4, 2026 
 
Connecting Languages K-16:  
2025 Bridge Program Campus Visits and the Power of All 
Language Pathways  
 
This academic year, universities across the state are hosting high school Language Bridge 
Program students to connect with college campuses. These visits welcome students to 
postsecondary pathways, utilizing language degrees to stand out in the workforce and to 
enhance career interests.  
 
Campus visits focus on sharing degree pathway information, application of languages to 
life and careers, and serve as a means to welcome and promote belonging in the college 
campus community.  
 
The voices and quotes from these recent articles, linked below, support ALL language 
learning and all language pathways: World Languages, Dual Language Immersion, and 
Heritage Languages.  
 
Utah’s multiple language programs and pathways also serve English Learners and Heritage 
Language students as a means to develop professional level communication skills in their 
home language, while positioning a home language as an asset to careers, degree 
pathways, and to our communities.  
 
“In 24 out of Utah’s 41 school districts, high school students are engaged in unique 
dual language immersion (DLI) classrooms and are receiving upper-division college 
credit for it. Whether they are aware of it or not, they’re in a program that is ranked No. 
1 in the United States for advanced language learning. The Bridge Program is offered 
at 90 high schools and serves over 4,000 students, with the state’s administrative hub 
located in the University of Utah’s Second Language Teaching & Research 
Center (L2TReC). This center partners with all six of Utah’s four-year institutions to 
deliver these courses.”  

- Sumiko Martinez, Associate Director of Editorial & Media Strategy, University of Utah College 
of Humanities 

 
"When high school students take a Bridge class, they learn more than just grammar 
and vocabulary, they also learn new cultures and perspectives."  

- Jorge Nisguritzer, Associate Professor of Spanish, Utah Valley University 
 
“Some people might think, ‘if I already speak Spanish, why should I take this literature 
class?’ Or, ‘I already speak Chinese,’—or ‘AI can speak it for me’—‘so why do I need a 
class on Chinese history and culture?’ And the reason is that translating vocabulary, 
parsing grammar and understanding syntax aren’t really enough. By themselves, they 
are not the same thing as communication. In order to fully understand, to fully work 
with another culture, another people, you have to understand their stories.”  

- Christopher Lewis, Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Languages and 
Cultures, University of Utah 
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Read more in “@theU" Magazine: Languages leading the way: Bridge Program 
serves thousands of Utah students  

 

 
Read more at: "2025 Spanish Bridge Campus Visit & Workshop at UVU" 

 
For more information about Language Advocacy and promoting the power of languages at 
your school, please see the ACTFL Language Advocacy Resource Center website and 
attend sessions at the UFLA Conference on Language Advocacy!   
 
Jill Landes-Lee 
Utah Language Bridge Program director 
Jill.landes-lee@utah.edu  
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ASL News

UT-ASLTA leaders Lori Zaremba and Tressa Nicola recently presented to the ACTFL 
Board, sharing the story of ASL’s growth as a world language and the unique needs 
of ASL educators. They highlighted the rapid increase in ASL enrollment, the collab-
orative ways ASL teachers have supported one another. They also discussed UFLA, 
SWCOLT, and ACTFL’s initiatives to provide accessibility, including their efforts to hire 
highly qualified ASL interpreters for conferences. 

The board was incredibly welcoming and receptive to their message, and they look 
forward to collaborating and connecting with other ASL teachers as a result of this 
opportunity.
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UFLA GRANTS

Each year there are two Grants available to world language teachers who are members of UFLA.
1.	 THE TEACHER VITALITY GRANTS
Three annual grants may be awarded for the purpose of research, study, workshops, or projects 
for improving the quality of teaching. Award amounts will typically range from $500 to $1000.
2.	 THE PAT BUCKNER COLLABORATION GRANT
One award of up to $1000 is given annually to facilitate collaboration between two or more 
language teachers in the same department, school, or in different schools, districts or across the 
state.

Teacher Vitality Grant recipient December 2024 – 

Congratulations, Fabiana Hansen! 

Fabiana is a Portuguese DLI Teacher at Hidden Valley Middle School 
in Jordan School District. SWCOLT selected her presentation pro-
posal for the upcoming conference, January https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1ZDc-69PL5b2NJAYF4pb4N1Yt8gBl93eE/view 2025. At the confer-
ence, she will highlight her students’ inspiring collaborative projects and 
her school’s partnership with the U of U Portuguese Department. 

She will use the grant funds to offset the costs of attending the annual 
SWCOLT conference.
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2024 Award Winners

Teacher of the Year - Secondary

Gwen Cannell – Junior High Spanish teacher, Davis School District

Teacher of the Year – Post-secondary

Jeff Peterson – Assistant Professor of Japanese, BYU

Friend of the Profession
 
Allyson Chard – Founder of the Christkindlmarkt
Candice Pierucci – Utah legislator

Lifetime Achievement

Carolyn Sandstrom- German teacher, Weber School District 
Dr. Bryan Eldredge – Chair of the Department of Languages and Cultures, Professor of Deaf 
Studies, UVU
Dr. Fernando Rubio – current director of the Yale Center for Language Study and former direc-
tor of the Second Language Teaching and Research Center at the University of Utah
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UVU Language DepartmentUVU Language Department  

The UVU department of Languages and Cultures currently teaches 8 different lan-
guages, including Russian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Japanese, Chi-
nese, and American Sign Language.  We welcomed two new faculty members this 
year:  Tim Stout for Japanese, and Thierno Diallo in French. This summer we spon-
sored Study Abroad programs to Germany, China, Brazil, France, Japan, and Spain.  
We also celebrated the Grand Opening of our new Language Hub, a new approach 
to language and cultural enrichment that takes the place of our traditional lan-
guage lab.



UFLA INFOUFLA INFO

Would you like to nominate a Teacher of the 
Year? As a reminder, applications are accepted on 
our website at ufla.net. 

In addition to Teacher of the Year, UFLA also 
awards the following grants: 
 
Teacher Vitality Grant 
 
Pat Buckner Collaboration Grant 
 
Thank you for the many nominations for the 
UFLA Teacher of the Year Award. Our state is 
blessed with an abundance of exceptional world 
language educators. We will announce this year’s 
Teacher of the Year winners and other award recip-
ients during the upcoming SWCOLT conference.  

UFLA needs YOU 
 

To find out more about how to be-
come more involved in our UFLA 

organization, complete this survey. 
(click here) 

UFLA WEBSITEUFLA WEBSITE
The UFLA Website has been updated! Check out 

all the resources available at:

 http://ufla.net
If you only visit once a year to register for the con-
ference, come see what else we have on ufla.net (in-
cluding copies of the newsletters going back over 
twenty years.)  We will also post handouts from pre-
sentations at our upcoming conference on the new 
UFLA website.  

We also hope you will join UFLA on Facebook and 
on our new Instagram account (@ufla_utah).  Come 
participate in the conversation!
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UFLA MissionUFLA Mission  
The Utah Foreign Language Association exists to 

promote the learning of world languages and
cultures in the state of Utah and beyond. Specifi-

cally, the mission of UFLA is to:

• Support world language teaching and acquisition 
at all academic levels, including
traditional instruction and dual language immer-
sion programs
• Disseminate information and provide opportuni-
ties for the exchange of ideas and
resources to support language teaching and learn-
ing
• Offer professional development opportunities for 
language teachers
• Recognize excellence in language teaching and 
learning
• Collaborate with regional and national language 
teaching organizations
• Advocate for public policy that promotes language 
learning and supports the needs of language teach-
ers and students

http://ufla.net/Awards/Awards-TOY.htm
http://ufla.net/Awards/Awards-Vitality.htm
http://ufla.net/Awards/Awards-PatBuckner.htm
http://ufla.net
https://www.facebook.com/Utah-Foreign-Language-Association-167321079994004/
http://instagram.com/ufla_utah
https://www.facebook.com/Utah-Foreign-Language-Association-167321079994004/
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
President Tim Cannon tim.cannon@utah.edu
Past President Teresa Bell Teresa_Bell@byu.edu
President Elect Jody Lindsay jlindsay@alpinedistrict.org
Secretary Elodie Petelo elodiep@provo.edu
Executive Secretary / Treasurer Mike Wood mwood@alpinedistrict.org
USBE Liaison Karl Bowman karl.bowman@schools.utah.gov
UFLA Historian Rebecca Marks rebecca@marksfam.net
Newsletter Editor Branden Lansing blansing@dsdmail.net

LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES
Arabic: Utah Arabic Teachers Assn Shereen Salah shereen.salah@utah.edu
ASL: Utah ASL Teachers Assn Lori Zaremba lori.zaremba@nebo.edu
Chinese: Utah Assn of Chinese Teachers Dori Huang chinese.dori@gmail.com
DLI Representative Emmanuel Collins e.collins-peynaud@utahdli.org
French: American Assn of Teachers of French Nathalie LeBras nathalie.lebras@gmail.com
German: American Assn of Teachers of German Anne Hickenlooper jajkb96@gmail.com
Japanese: Utah Assn of Teachers of Japanese James Dowdle jhdowdle@graniteschools.org
Portuguese: Utah AATSP Silvia Juhas sjuhas27@gmail.com
Spanish: Utah AATSP Diego Benites diego.benites@utahdli.org

UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVES
BYU Ellen Knell ellen_knell@byu.edu
Southern Utah University Corey Twitchell coreytwitchell@suu.edu
University of Utah Anna Hodgson anna.hodgson@utah.edu
Utah State University Taira Dettore taira.dettore@usu.edu
Utah Tech University De He de.he@utahtech.edu
Utah Valley University Jeff Packer packerje@uvu.edu
Weber State University Craig Bergeson cbergeson@weber.edu

DELEGATES
ACTFL Lucia Taylor lucia.taylor@dixie.edu

ACTFL rep for SWCOLT Jill Landes-Lee jill.landes-lee@utah.edu

SWCOLT Stephen Van Orden stephenv@provo.edu
JNCL-NCLIS Danielle Asay dtasay@gmail.com

Advertising InformationAdvertising Information
The UFLA Newsletter is published three times each year in September, January and May.  

All issues are distributed via e-mail to UFLA members as well as posted on the UFLA website.
Advertising rates are available at: 

UFLA Sponsorship Opportunities
Contact Branden Lansing at blansing@dsdmail.net with any questions or to place an ad.

http://ufla.net/Exhibitors/UFLASponsorships.pdf
mailto:blansing@dsdmail.net

